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Lee Nicol received serious injuries as a kalllikaze struck his ship
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"The place was an infer­
no. I don't know how I

got out for sure. I saw the
hole in the side of the
.ship and I know I

jumped out of the hole
where the plane came in.

I've always felt like a
hand was leading me to
get over there because I
have no conscious recol­
lection of thinking that's
the way out, I must go

there. But there were no
hands in there, so I'm
sure God led me to get

out."

killed in action.
"Well, the company and battalion

were completely loaded up for convoy to
go to Manila. So that night at midnight
the battalion slipped out toward the only
bridge that was still there to get· us
across the river with our heavy equip­
ment. We had to go down this road with
Americans on one side and the Japan­
ese on the other. We picked up infantry
guides who guided us down the road
and laid an artillery barrage that flew
over us into the Japanese. We got
through there without being attacked
and entered Manila.

work or something. I told them no way. If
they wouldn't send me home, I wanted
to go back to my outfit and I'd do some­
thing. I was flown back to Manila to
rejoin Company B. We were on alert for
the invasion of Japan. All our equipment
was loaded onto a couple of LSTs, but
on August 6and 9the atom bombs were
dropped. Japan surrendered on Sep­
tember 2. ThE1 war was over.

"We didn't know what was going
on. We unloaded off the LSTs. We had
just finished the job when we got alerted
again, so we loaded everything a sec­
ond time on some other LSTs. We were
told we were going to Japan to join the
occupation forces. We left Manila on
LST 780 and arrived in Yokohama about
18 days later. Minesweepers had
cleaned the bay, but many mines could
still be seen floating in the water. We
had to set up machine gunners to
explode the mines before they hit us.

"They had a point system where
you got so many points for every month
you were in the service, two points for
every month overseas, five points for
every combat mission, and five points
for every purple heart or, medal. By
November I had enough points to go
home. On November 15 I said good-bye
to my outfit and went to the 4th Replace­
ment Depot to wait on a ship home. On
November 28, 1945, I boarded the USS
Hinselman, a captured German luxury
line converted into atroop ship, in Tokyo

"My hands hadn't healed yet and Bay. My luck was good. In a week we
they were raw. When I reported to the landed in the U.S. at Fort Lewis, near
doctor, he said I couldn't do nothin'. He Tacoma, Washington. On December
put me on light duty. We didn't have a 11th, I left Fort Lewis on troop train
hospital so he told me to just stay put in bound for Fort Sheridan, Illinois. Every-
the tent out of the sun because every thing was going real fast. On December
time I'd get in the sun, I'd blister again. 16th, I got my discharge. I notified my

"We stayed there in Manila. There parents, who had moved to Savanna,
was only 36 of us from our company Illinois, that I was getting out. That
when everybody got back, so we just evening or the next, I don't remember,
waited for replacements. We just had to my sisters Murial and Shirley, who were
do an assignment once in awhile, when meeting all the trains, were at the
they'd need one or two bulldozers to do Savanna depot when I arrived. They
something. After two weeks or so I got a took me home and that ended my army
fungus in my ears and had to go to a caree.r. I got a 10 percent disability for
field hospital. I tell you - that hurt. I my wounds. I was awarded the Purple
couldn't hear, and I was in pretty bad Heart, Asiatic Pacific Medal with two
pain. While I was in the hospital, the bronze battle stars, Philippine Liberation
doctors decided there wasn't anyway I Medal with one bronze battle star, Good
waslit tooom thePacific,-!fad as wnarr ConauctMe a, apanese-Occupation
was burned and scarred. So they kept Medal, Victory Medal, and the Presiden­
me there for three or four days setting it tial Unit Citation."
up for me to go home. That w.as a very Married after the war, Lee and
happy time, but they couldn't order me· Clarice raised two children while Lee
home from a field hospital. They'd have enjoyed a long career. with Lockheed-
to evacuate me to a general hospital. Martin in Stevensville, Michigan. He
Sometime in June or July 1945, I was retired after 41 years, and now they
put on a white evacuation hospital ship, enjoy spending time with their six grand-
the Maetsuycker, aJavanese Dutch ship children and 14 great-grandchildren.
with a Javanese crew. They took me Regarding his World War II experi­
back to Biak, my third time on the hot, lit- ence, Lee said, "I'm glad I was there, but
tie island. I was put in the 131 General also glad I never had to do it again. Iwas
Hospital, which was the hospital we built just a kid, 18, I grew up in the Army."
when we first went to Biak. They decid-
ed after treating me
for afew days that I
wouldn't be going
home. It was kinda
of a smart aleck
major who made
that decision. He
and I didn't get
along very well. So

. they were gonna BUS. (217) 323-1280
put me in another RES. (217) 458-2521
outfit to do clerical
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Clarice married Lee after the war.
Lee continued about his recupera­

tion: "While I was in the hospital, Gen.
Johnson came through and gave every­
body their Purple Heart on February
10th. Soon I was discharged from the
hospital along with four of my buddies
from our company. Two of us, Bob lim­
baugh and I, weren't supposed to be
discharged, but we conned them into it.
We were still bandaged, but told the offi­
cer in charge that we wanted to go back
to our outfit with the rest of the compa­
ny. We were supposed to get treatment
at a replacement center that was gonna
try to find where our outfit was. Our
papers just said to report to our compa­
ny commander. Last time we knew the
location of our company was while we
were on the USS Marigold, so we decid­
ed to forget the replacement center and
try and find the company ourselves. We
went out to where Butch Zulauf was sta­
tioned. He was in air reconnaissance.
We visited with him for a few days, then
hitchhiked a ride on one of their planes,
a B-24, to Biak, arriving on February
22nd. We, of course, knew that island
pretty well. We also knew there was an
awful lot of fighting going on yet in the
Philippines. We weren't in any big hurry
to get back and we kinda laid around
there for a week. We'd just go get in
somebody's mess line to get something
to eat. Slept out under the stars.

"On March 4, 1945 we hitched a
ride on a C-47 going to Morotai. We
stopped there for four or five hours as
the plane was unloaded and reloaded.
We took off for Leyte, but on the way
one engine started acting up. The crew

.said to start throwing everything off the
plane. They finally got the engine run­
ning and we made it to Tacloban, Leyte.
It was the first town I'd seen in about a
year and a half. We went in the town
and looked around, then we went out to
the air base, asked' about our outfit and
told them about our situation. We had to
get back to Lingayen and asked them to
hold a flight. If any plane was going that
way, we needed to be on it.

"We checked in quite a bit. Finally,
on Mar. 7th there was a C-47 going to
iand at Nickel Field -about35-40 -miles
from Manila. There was only room for
two of us, so Earl Pecore and I went
first. Bob Limbaugh, Bently and Rosas­
co were gonna get another one. We
landed at Nickel Field and they, the
troops, were just going into the outskirts
of Manila, so we reasoned that if we
went to Manila maybe we'd find our out­
fit. So we went to Manila. It was just at
the edge' of the city, a walled city that
was still being.defended, that we did run
into one of our trucks. Found out that our
battalion was still bivouacked about 30
miles from Lingayen Gulf, so we hitch­
hiked on that truck back to our outfit.
When Pecore and I walked into Compa­
ny B there were about 15 to 20 of our
buddies from the second ship who rec­
ognized us. When we came walking in
we went to the company commander,
and that's when they first knew that we
were alive. We reported on the others,
about 16 men, who were on our ship
and were still listed as missing in action.
I guess a couple of them were listed as

these ships. One of my friends died. A.
corpsman told me he had inhaled so
much flame that his lungs blistered. He
drowned when the water broke. On the
14th I was transferred to a destroyer
escort which had a doctor. Later that
night we were in Lingayen Gulf. I was
transferred to the USS Wiley, a combat
hospital ship. It was not a Red Cross
marked hospital ship, but one used for
evacuation from the beachheads. I was
conscious of what happened next. They
shot a cable from the destroyer over to
the hospital ship, tied me in a basket
stretcher and pulled me across that
cable, across the water, over to that
hospital ship. The Wiley was armed and
we were under attack several times. I
was in and out of iLl don't know, I was
scared. On the 20th the Wiley took us
someplace. I was transferred the same
way, by cable across the stretch
between the two ships. I got put on the
USS Marigold, a white hospital ship
marked with a big red cross.

"There we were treated properly,
completely bandaged, packed in Vase­
line and wrapped up. My whole head,
both arms and one leg were pretty well
burnt. Of my hands and arms, my left
hand and arm were the worst. The meat
was all gone and you could see the
bone in places. Now it's pretty much just
scar tissue. The Marigold took us back
to Hollandia, New Guinea. I was taken
to a field hospital, I believe. on January
29th. I was there until February 20,
1945. I knew the PA number of Hollan­
dia and I knew Butch Zulauf had that
APO number, so I asked a nurse if she
ever heara-Of hiS OUtfit. Shesaid-SI1e'd
check. A couple of days later Butch
came to visit. He wrote some letters for
me. I couldn't write at all of course. He
wrote his mother and for some reason,
army delays, mom and dad didn't get
the notice that I was missing in action
until the day after Butch's mother had
got the letter that he'd seen me and that
I was pretty banged up. But anyhow,
mom and dad didn't have to worry that
much although they hadn't heard from
me for almost two months. They didn't
know what was going on. I was thankful
for that."

Of the Arenzville "buddies" that
joined the 1896th, Lee was the only one
who survived the war. They had made a
pact, that if any of them didn't make it,
the survivors would get in touch with
their families. One of his buddies,
Clarence Becker, had a girlfriend,
Clarice Schadewald, that Lee wrote to
while he was in the hospital. She wrote
back and later went with him to visit the
parents of his friends who were killed.
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The invasion of the Philippines had
begun with the landings in Leyte on
October 20, 1944. Bad weather, accord­
ing to O'Neill, "deprived the invading
troops of land based air cover and
allowed the Japanese to reinforce their
garrison. This forced a delay in attack­
ing Luzon, but on January 9 when
MacArthur's troops went ashore at Lin­
gayen Gulf they were as strong as they
had ever been, amounting to 10 divi-
sions, 5 regimental combat teams burned. The skin on my arms hung
(enlarged regiments comparable to loose. When I was in the water, I could
brigades), and various other units - raise my arms and the skin was still
more U.S. troops than would fight stringing down to the water. My first
together anywhere else in the war thought was 'I got to get away from the
except on the western front in Europe." ship or the screws will pull me under.' I

With the invasion underway, Lee tried to swim, but the ship did a 90
and the 1896th prepared to leave Biak. degree turn to get away. We saw anoth-
Lee remembered: "We got our orders er ship let loose some life jackets so we
that we were going to be a part of the knew we'd been seen. They knew there
invasion of the Philippines. We loaded were soldiers in the water. I saw a cou-
the battalion and our equipment on two pie of my buddies. The only one I was
Liberty Ships. We spent Christmas Day close enough to talk to was Sergeant
1944 on a ship in the harbor about a Bray. I rememb'er hollering to him, 'Do
degree and a half off the equator. On you think we'll get picked up?' He yelled
Christmas night we left for destinations back, 'May God help us if we ain't.' The
unknown. convoy couldn't stop, of course. I saw

"On January 12, 1945, we were planes shot down while I was still in the
scheduled to land at Lingayen Gulf, . water, several of them, I'm not sure how
about 100 miles northwest'of Manila on many. Later I found out Elmer Moore, a
the western side of the Philippines. We Beardstown boy in my company had
were in aconvoy of about 100 ships. We been killed in the explosion.
had a kamikaze attack just after daylight "Officially our ship was credited .
on the 12th with only one plane and it hit with shooting down six planes. They tell
the ship behind us. Didn't really think me there were six ships hit that day, so
much about it. You don't think about get- it was a major kamikaze attack. I
ting hit, but shortly after noon that day remember being conscious. I saw the
we had another kamikaze attack and last ship sail away. I just thought we'd
our ship was hit by the first plane that had it. I'm not sure of the times of any­
came in before the alert or just as the thing, or how long we were in the water,
alert was sounded. I just made it into the but it was starting to get dark when I
hold where we were supposed to go saw aship coming back. We didn't know
when the kamikaze hit. I was on one if it was our ~hip, but we assumed so, at
side of the ship and the kamikaze came least I did. However, it was an Lei that
in on the other and exploded. The heavy they'd sent back to try and pick up sur­
equipment boys were shattered. There vivors. Well, they spotted me and came
was a big pile of duffel bags and equip- along side. They threw a life ring on a
ment between us and where the plane rope over to me. I held up my arms and
hit. We were the only ones that got out they could see I was burned real bad. I
of the ship. The place vyas an inferno. I couldn't get a hold of the life ring, so
on' kn how-I--get-Btlt fur surBo-l saw -they maneovered,igtit up-closeLOrrief-

the hole in the side of the ship and I and two sailors came down-a net on the
know I jumped out of the hole where the side of the ship and bodily picked me up
plane came in. I've always felt like a and carried me onto the deck. I remem­
hand was leading me to get over there bel' being asked if I could stand up. I
because I have no conscious recollec- said, 'yes.' That's the last thing I remem­
tion of thinking that's the way out, I must bel'. I guess I passed out. For the next
go there. But there were no hands in three or four days, I was shipped from
there, so I'm sure God led ~e to get out. one ship to another trying to find a doc­
My first real recollection was when I hit tor, because most of the ships just had
the cold water. I had a life jacket on. I medical corps people on them. I was
was burned pretty bad, especially my conscious part of the time, and part of
arms. Imust have held them up to shield the time I wasn't. I know they told me
my face, but my face was completely that the LCI transported me to another

LCI on the 13th.
Next they trans­
ported me to an
LCM and from
there to an LST in
search of a doctor.
Two or three of my
buddies were
together, of course,
we didn't know it. I
guess eight in all
were picked up by
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